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Application/Control Number: 09/831,509 
Art Unit: 1713 

DETAILED ACTION 
Restriction Requirement 

1 . Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

2. This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked 
as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. 

Group I, claim(s) 1-3, 6-7, 10-12 and 18, drawn to a cross-linkable fluorine-containing rubber. 
Group II, claim(s) 4-5, 13-15 and 19-20, drawn to a cured or curable rubber composition. 
Group III, claim(s) 8-9 and 16-17, drawn to a process for making a cross-linkable fluorine- 
containing rubber. 

3. The inventions listed as Groups I, I. and III do not relate to a sing.e. general inventive concept 
under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special 
technical feature(s), or the special technical feature(s) does not define a contribution over the prior art for 
the following reasons: Claim 1 is anticipated by Coug.in or Carlson, each of which disclose fluorine- 
containing rubber compositions having a carboxyl or a.koxycarbony. at the end of a polymer chain. 
Accordingly, the special technical feature linking the inventions, does not provide a contribution over the 
prior art Rule 13.2 provides the following definition of a special technical feature. 

ffffiS* ~ , W hni. makes nwprth* nrior art. (Underl.n.ng added.) 

4. In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .499, applicant is required, in response to this action, to elect a 
single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Election of Species Requirement 

5. This application contains claims directed to more than one species of the generic invention. The 
species are as follows: 

a. fluorine containing elastomers, including those with branch chains, having terminal 
carboxyl and/or alkoxycarbonyl groups (inventions of Groups I, II and III), 
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b. cross-linking agents (inventions of Group II only), 

c. polymerization initiators (Group III inventions only), 

d. monomers (Group III inventions only), and 

e. types of polymerization, i.e., emulsion etc. (Group III inventions only). 

6. The species listed above do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 
because, under PCT Rule 13.2, the species lack the same or corresponding special technical features for 
the same reasons give in the restriction requirement above. 

7. Applicant is required in reply to this action under 35 USC 121 to elect a single disclosed species 
for each of the above genera, as appropriate to the elected group of inventions, to which the claims shall 
be restricted if no generic claim is finally he.d to be al.owab.e. Currently, Claims 1 , 4 and 8 appear to be 

generic to the above species. 

8. Applicant is advised that the reply must also identify the claims readable on the elected species, 
including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are 
generic is considered non-responsive unless accompanied by an election. 

9. upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of claims to 
additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the limitations of an 
allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after the election, applicant 
must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

10. In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .499, applicant is required, in response to this action, to elect a 

single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Conclusion to Restriction/Election Requirement 

1 1 . Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an election of 
the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

8-22 If mailed. 

12. A telephone call was made to Mr. Alan Ressner on 1/8/03 to request an oral election to the above 
restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being made. 
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13. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance wKh 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one or more of the current* named 
inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any amendment of 
inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 
CFR 1.170). 

Future Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eartier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to D. R Wilson whose telephone number is 703-308-2398. 

872-9029. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 308-2351. 



D. R Wilson 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1713 
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